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Long Island

Industry dumping—and government
k _Degligence—have led to
rinking water contamination

by Larry Jaffee
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H household word across the coun
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try, including on Long ls[and. Bu:sv\;::l
many Long Islanders don’t know Py
the same kind of irresponsible chel
dumping practices that force! -
ilies to evacuate from arou’ A2
Canal also happened right in their

backyards.
FO}I" example, over four thousand

le live in the suburban homes o=
lc)ae:::% within a 1.25 mile radius of t!jlllc
abandoned Syosset municipal landfi ¥
where Hooker’s Hicksville plant buﬂeic
approximately 800,000 pounds of :OX
solid and liquid waste each year @
maximum estimated output between
1946 and 1968. Within 100 feet of the
eastern border of the landfill there are
two school buildings. Beneath it, at 2
depth of 70 feet, lies the groundwater
table. Five thousand feet away are
drinking water supply wells for the ad-
jacent town of Syosset, with over
40,000 residents.
And the Syosset dump is only a
fraction of the problem. At a congress-
jonal subcommittee’s hearing on toxic
waste disposal last year, it was revealed
through Hooker internal documents that:

e The company also disposed of up
to 800 tons of chemical and other waste
products at the Old Bethpage municipal
dump since 1968;

e Hooker disposed of 200 cubic
yards of scrapings from its Hicksville
lagoons at the Brentwood landfill be-
tween 1973 and 1974,

‘@ Thirty to forty workers at the
Hicksville plant used the cancer-causing
substance methyle.ne (bis) chloroanilene
in plastic production from 1972 to 1974,
and company officials believed that as
late as August 1978 the outside of %
least one tank at the plant was still
cot:taxmated with the chemical:

s of Augusi >
e e e
icals stored on its Hi . m-
S dhfecire its Hicksville plant site;

. drums had leaked
and their contents had
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: Purcell is correct According to current

EPA and state standards, a_well must
tion of tOXiC

have a concentra

pollutant of at least OV |
(ppb) before it is considered dangerous..

What if a well has 2 concentration of 48
ppb’s? “‘As long as it falls within the
standard, there is no danger,”’ main-
tained Frank Padar, Nassau County
Health Department (NCHD) Deputy
Commissioner for Environmental
Health.

*“We are not denying that there is a
problem,’” said Purcell’s press secreta
Greg Wynne. *‘When we find a well to
be of a dangerous level, we close it
down.”’
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Hardest hit by the toxic waste pro-
blem are those people with shallow pri-
vate wells in their backyards. Over
1,100 private wells were closed on the
m End this spring because of the
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whz‘n and how much H
**It’s a perfect example of
t;umalqcracy at its best,’

evoli on the lack of coordinati %
tween the federal, state and cg::t';'be
agencies. ““You can’t even get the three
agencies to sit down and discuss the
pyoblcms together.”” Yevoli
hit the nail right on the head: the
lack_of coordination among the bureau-
cracies involved appears to be a key to
why the problem of toxic waste
dumping is not getting any better, just
worse.

Two years ago, the much-lauded
‘208 study, a $5.2 million water
management study conducted by both
Nassau and Suffolk Counties, came up
with some of the same conclusions and
recommendations that NYPIRG has
reached in undertaking its Toxics on
Tap study. The plan recommended the
following measures as a means to con-
trol the spread of chemicals:

of a bungling
commented

® Upgrade existing landfills to reduce
the amount of leachate, and locate new
landfills away from areas especially
vulnerable to pollutants;

e Expand regulations and enforce-
ment to control industrial wastes;

® Require permits and controls for
the transportation and storage of chemi-
cals that are trucked daily throughout
the two counties; and :

® Ban household chemicals that might
find their way into the groundwater in
significant quantities.

Needless to say, only the last re-

ion has been carried out—

the banning of cesspool cleaners. And
meanwhile, two more years’ worth of
toxic chemicals have infiltrated the

fragile groundwater supply.
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Islip landfill, adjacent to an elemgmary
school. As their monicker proclaims,
Dump The Dump’s goal is to shut down
the landfill. So far they haven’t been
able to dump the dump, but the 200
member, community-funded organi-
zation did manage to close the elemen-
tary school, when considerable amounts
of vinyl chloride were detected on the
school’s premises.

** There was always a terrible odor
coming from the dump,’’ said Eric
Oster, executive director of Dump The
Dump. “‘I couldn’t believe that they
attempted to teach children there.’’

But not until irate parents boy-
cotted the school did the Town of Islip
close it in May 1975,

In neighboring Babylon, NYPIRG's
Citizens Alliance has been working with
local residents whose private wells were
closed because of toxic contamination.

‘I can’t even wash a white
shirt. It comes out yellow,” said
Donald Baptiste, who lives in Farming-
dale and is a member of the North
Amlt_yvi!le chapter of Citizens Alliance
Bapnstx? s fa}mlly found out in March
that thc{r prvate well had been contam.
inated. ‘My family has been drinkin
that contaminated water for the last .

Above: The abandoned Syosset municipal
landfill.

three years and I had no idea.™”

Baptiste learned about the danger of
his water when his son’s science teacher
conducted an experiment in his home
and thought there was something wrong
with the water. Baptiste then had his
water tested by the health department
and was informed that ‘‘under no cir-
cumstances should the water be used for
human consumption.’” The test had
shown 75 ppb of tetrachloroethylene in
Baptiste’s well and *‘up in the hun-
dreds” in some of his neighbors’.

So now they tell me I have to spend
$600 to $700 to get hooked up to the
East Farmingdale Water District. I don't
lllaave that kind of money,” said

aptiste. Since March, Baptiste’s fami

has been getting their dn'nl‘:ing watea:-n =
from their church and from a friend i
Amityville. “‘All we are asking for £
plan to make i i
affordable to
inated well,"
Citizens Alliance
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at is ridiculous jg
dum_p a load of mmglyoetg::}:icou“
;numlc(npal landfill and
ver know,”” As

Yevoli. ““All that it takes issetg1 ls)gtt?o:n
one man at each landfill to check what’s
being dumped. But they can’t find the
money for that either,’’
Souk o keging R Ly

ng for ull s of
the EPA’s list of 129 priority pollutant
chemicals. Authorities contend that they
test for the major ones—about 30 in
Nassau and 50 in Suffolk. Nassau was
recently allocated funds to conduct tests
for all 129, but it will only be done on
a Hlllnited basis, sampling around 30
wells.

One effective—but costly—way
to head off the problem would be the
installation of granular activated carbon
filtration systems, capable of removing
the wide spectrum of organic chemical
pollutants, on munici

supply systems.
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GAC water treatment is of maximum
benefit and cost efficiency when it is
installed in large multi-community q
Supply systems, according to NYPIRG's
scientist Walter Hang. Admittedly, the
Capital investment of the filtration
System, GAC regeneration furnaces and
retrofitting of an existing water plant are
eXpensive. *‘But when the costs are
Spread out over the largest possible
number of people, the financial burden
1o each individual, family or community
becomes increasingly manageable,”
Hang added. Due to the economies of
scale, the greater volume of GAC-
treated water produced per day, the
lower the cost per gallon.

Hang feels that it shouldn’t be the
people who have to pay for such a
project. ‘‘Homes didn’t produce that
pollution. Industries like Hooker,
Grumman, and scores of
others caused the shutdown of several
hundred wells on Long Island,”” he
said.

Perhaps what upset health authorities
and the public most about NYPIRG's
report was that evidence has indicated
that Long Island’s polluted environment
may had already taken its toll of
victims. Nassau County’s overall age-
adjusted cancer mortality rates for white
males and females are ranked in the top
10 percent of the nation, according to a
National Cancer Institute Study. ‘‘These
high cancer death rates may be directly
linked to the toxic pollutants consumed
in drinking water or absorbed via other
routes of exposure, for 60 to 90 percent

of all human tumors are believed to be
environmentally induced,”’ the report
concluded.

“It’s similar to getting cancer from

sarettes,” puimcd out Hang,
L)c that you will get cancer

smoking ci ‘
but they do say that the

**No one sa
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rther contamination of nl,;rrzg ‘Iiiland' m‘m;
furecious groundwaters @ Jrwrre
fhat steps be taken 10 'ens?-r'zuals -
water safety. To help indiv Ib oyt
tion, NYPIRG has assem ed .
Action which includes instruc

Action Packet, G . -
tions on how to get information aboi

uality of local drinking |
.tv’:‘;;;’lies gnd chemical dumping P
the Freedom of Information Law, i
of public officials and elected represe
ratives, and sample letters 1o use mk ’
lobbying officials. To receive a packet,
write to NYPIRG, 5 Beekman St., New
York, NY 10038. Include a self-
addressed, stamped envelope.

e For more information al?our the
grassroots organizing campaign on
Long Island, contact Citizens Alliance,
1003 Park Blvd., Massapequa Park,
11762.

® For free testing of private wells i
Suffolk County, call 516-360-3000.

® Copies of Toxics on Tap are avail-
able from NYPIRG for $10.00 for ind-
ividuals, $25.00 for government agen-
cies, and $50.00 for industries. Include
$2.00 1o cover postage.
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._m{\st"’ Electroplating, Farmingdale
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its limited permit requirements. On-site mx'm ha
ghscovcrgd a number of pollution problems, including s
illegal discharge to a storm drain, extensive comanunn;non
the factory site due to long term spillages, and i o
storage facilities for spent chemical wam; and sludges

@ Automatic Connector, Commack

In the past this company has exceeded the
allowable discharge levels of certain wastes by up to
100-fold. In addition, from August 1976 to November 1978
the company was consistently behind schedule in construct-
ing a treatment facility and afterwards failed to operate the
treatment system properly. In December 1979, on-site in-
spectors found an overflowing cesspool. b

@ Cerro Wire and Cable Co., Syosset
In the past Cerro has been known to discharge

tonsofhazardmnwwiathzsye-umd?d' AT
Landfill. In addition, even though the levels of discharges of -

pollumuauoqedmdsm:m’tmwlﬁtm
fo0 high to control the pollutants effectively, the company

s Worst Polluters

and shrubs, and have caused a i i
: groundwater pollution spill
whose extent hasn’t been determined.

@ Grumman Aerospace Corporation, Bethpage
One of Long Island’s largest industries, Grumman

engages in aircraft manufacturing—involving

ll'lhdusynal processes typically using a wide variety of toxic

c Is and g ing highly toxic wastes. In addition,

the plant is known to have disposed of hazardous waste on

its site, and has been known to use and discharge Polymate

900, an anti-corrosive chemical which causes the bone

disorder Paget’s disease.

@ Hooker Chemical Co., RUCO Division,
Hicksville

Hooker's facility is one of the largest known sources of
toxic organic chemical grounds I ination on Long
Island. The Hooker plant site is contaminated with tons of
some of the most toxic chemicals known to exist, many of
which are capable of migrating through the groundwater
system and causing widespread contamination. In addition,
Hooker is known to have dumped hundreds of thousands of
pounds of hazardous wastes each year at the Syosset and
Old Bethpage municipal dumps.

@ Li Tungsten Corp., Glen Cove
Li Tungsten engages in industrial processes known 1o
generate a variety of toxic pollutants, including toxic heavy

~ metal sludges and spent organic chemical solvents. The

company has a long history of SPDES permit violations, and
on-site investigations have identified spilled oil and gasoline

ing into manholes—resulting in an oil slick in the Glen
Cove Creek.

@ Douglas J. Marques, Inc., Babylon

“This company engages in metal anodizing—a process
which typi involves the use of organic chemical degrea-
sing . Although the company’s SPDES permit re-
quires that concentrated chemical solutions be stored and

" hauled, Suffolk County officials have seen the company’s

Wmmgm from the building and dumpin
them into the ground nearby. In January 1980 a puddle gf
liquid wastes that had been dumped in nearby woods was
analyzed and found to contain chemicals exceeding the

ble levels under the company’s permit. The concen-



